









































deliveries to war industries and military establishments. It was es-
timated that during the same period the loads for the interconnected
utilities systems, excluding the Bonneville-Grand Coulee system,
might exceed the dependable generating capacity of these other sys-
tems by 100,000 to 200,000 kilowatts if the year proved to be one of
low water. In such event, the Bonneville-Grand Coulee system would
have to supply the deficiency.

These and other pertinent factors were presented to the Bonneville

. Advisory Board at a meeting in Washington, D. C., on March 12-13,
1943.

In its consideration of these matters, the Advisory Board came to
the conclusion that, if the war continued, there was some danger of
a region-wide power shortage in the winter of 1944 and almost certain
danger of such a shortage in the winter of 1945 and thereafter.

Accordingly, at its March 12-13 meeting, the Advisory Board recom-
mended the following program :

(1) Rapid completion of generating units already under construc-
tion at both dams.

(2) Rapid completion of the City of Seattle’s Ross Dam and the
35,000-kilowatt unit at the city of Tacoma’s Nisqually project.

v (3) Increase in the level of the Bonneville pool.t

(4) Reinstatement immediately, with adequate priorities, of gen-
erator No. 7 at Grand Coulee for service in 1944, if possible.

(5) Arrangement for completion of Rock Island project.

(6) Investigation of the possibility of developing not less than
3 million acre-feet of water storage on the Clark Fork of the Colum-
bia River.

(7) Reinstatement, with adequate priorities, of generating units
8 and 9 to be installed at Grand Coulee Dam by 1945,

(8) Action to insure immediate construction of substantial addi-
tional power supply for 1946 and subsequent years by construction
of the Umatilla project.

Upon presentation of these recommendations, the War Proeduction
Board concurred in a number of them, including the proposal to
investigate the possibilities of storage projects in the Clark Fork
watershed. As the fiscal year closed, the Clark Fork investigations
were in an advanced stage; and on June 28, 1943, the War Produc-
tion Board approved the construction and installation of Grand
Coulee generating unit No. 7.

Depending upon successful conclusion of these negotiations for
upstream storage and completion of Coulee Generato~ Nn. 7. the

1 This had already been uindertaken by the U. 8. Army engineers.
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Administration antlclpated any pOWer shortage developing in 1945
could be adequately ; metr 20

Post-wArR ConNsTRUCTION PROGRAM

On May 22, 1943, in a memorandum to the heads of all depart-
ments and agencies; the President of the United States requested
the submittal of -detailed construction plans for public works which
had been deferred because of the war, along with proposed’supple-
mental appropriations required for effectuating such plans and sug-
gestions as to additional legislation which might be required to
implement them.

In accordance with this order, the Bonnevﬂle Administration
began work on a detailed post-war construction program. As the
year closed, initial estimates indicated the Administration would be
prepared, on demobilization day, to call for bids on $26,000,000 worth -
of projects.

This blacklog represented about 45,000 man-months of labor and
an expenditure of at least $15,000,000 for equipment and materials.

Money for these projects already had been appropriated by the
Congress prior to and during the early months of the war and was
being held in reserve for continuance of the agency’s peacetime
program.

In addition to this sum, it was estimated that at least $25,000,000
more must be spent, following the war, on Bonneville’s huge network
of transmission lines, if the Congress appropriated funds for addi-
tional generators at Grand Coulee Dam and for construction of the
$90,000,000 Umatilla Dam.

The initial $26,000,000 program included nearly 35 individual
projects involving addltlons to existing substations, construction of
new substations, construction of new high-voltage transmission lines
and extensions to Bonneville’s subtransmission system. The plan

also included about $11,000,000 of expenditure for a wide variety of - ’

service lines, substations and other facilities for the delivery of
Columbia River power to public distribution agencies in Oregon and
Washington.

It was the Administration’s view that such a program was in
conformance with Department of Interior policy to build Northwest
power facilities in advance of need.

Such a policy had already paid high dividends, both in promoting
industrialization prior to the war and in heavy contribution to war
production following Pearl Harbor.
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